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allusions to Hoseyn's redemptive work and voluntary
sacrifice of his body for the sins of the Muslim world.
Hoseyn himself knows, when only a child, the destiny
that lies before him. " All the rational creatures/5 he
says, " men and Jinn, who inhabit the present and
future worlds, are sunk in sin, and have but one
Hoseyn to save them" ; and when 'Aly speaks mourn-
fully of the woes that shall happen to his family,
Hoseyn answers, " Father, there is no occasion to call
these things trials, since all refer to the salvation of
our sinful followers. Thou, Hasan, and I, together
with my mother the virgin, will accept sufferings
according to the best of our ability." Standing by
the grave of Mohammad, before departing on the
fatal journey to Kerbela, Hoseyn says, a How can I
forget thy people, since I am going to offer myself
voluntarily for their sakes ?" and Mohammad tells
him he has taken off from his heart the burden of
grief he had for the future state of mankind; and
Hoseyn departs with this speech, which savours of
Sufism: u I have found behind this veil what my
heart has sought after for years. Now I am made
free. I have washed my hands of life. I have girded
myself to do the will of God." And so throughout the
journey and on the field of battle he and all those
about him are continually referring to this voluntary
expiation of the sins of his people; and he dies with
this thought, and in meek compliance with the will of
God, and will awake at the Resurrection with the
intercessory power he has purchased with his blood.
Without tljp introduction of this important element